Key Information from Duncan Grey’s presentation on “Embedding Information Skills in the curriculum (18.06.05).

dsg@post.com | www.putlearningfirst.com
“Information Literacy is the ability to locate pertinent information, evaluate its reliability, analyse and synthesise the information to construct personal meaning and apply it to informed decision making.”
Pam Berger, Internet for Active Learners. American Library Association.
Skills |  Literacy Strategy | Six Step Plan |  Action Plan
The Skills Words used in the National Curriculum
	Ask

Be systematic
	Refine search methods

Investigate
	Scanning

Summarise

Record

	Collect

Identify relevant sources

Select
	Develop

Explore
	Analyse

Interpret

	Reorganise

Adapt

Modify
	Present 

Communicate 

Use graphic techniques

Draw conclusions
	Evaluate


General Information Skills

	Search
	select
	evaluate

	present
	acknowledge sources
	avoid plagiarism

	repurpose
	Appropriate ICT skills
	edit

	use multimedia
	design the product
	communicate graphically and linguistically


The Research and Study Skills Strand of the National Literacy Strategy

Pupils should be taught to:

 Yr 7
1. know how to locate resources for a given task, and find relevant information in them, e.g. skimming, use of index, glossary, key words, hotlinks

2. use appropriate reading strategies to extract particular information, e.g. highlighting, scanning 

3. compare and contrast the ways information is presented in different forms, e.g. web pages, diagrams, prose

4. make brief, clearly organised notes of key points for later use 

5. appraise the value and relevance of information found and acknowledge sources.

Yr 8
1. combine information from various sources into one coherent document

2. undertake independent research using a range of reading strategies, applying their knowledge of how texts and ICT databases are organised and acknowledging sources

3. make notes in different ways, choosing a form which suits the purpose, e.g. diagrammatic notes, making notes during a video, abbreviating for speed and ease of retrieval.

Yr 9

1. review and extend their own strategies for locating, appraising and extracting relevant information

2. synthesise information from a range of sources, shaping material to meet the reader’s needs

3. increase the speed and accuracy of note making skills and use notes for re-presenting information for specific purposes

evaluate the relevance, reliability and validity of information available through print, ICT and other media sources.

The Hinchingbrooke Six Step Plan

Ask

Find

Choose

Do

Answer

Reflect

Action Plan to Spread The Word

While The Information Skills Strand is the most convincing piece of evidence to bring other teachers on board, there are also other ways:

Spread the Word

· Compile an Information Literacy Policy

· Get references to Information Literacy in every department policy

· Create a representative Learning Resources working party
· Create & Implement a Five / Six Step Plan together
· Offer a timetable slot in the Resources Centre for interested teachers

· Offer to teach the first stages of information literacy (with teacher in attendance)

· Offer to support teachers with resources

· Offer study support after school
· Monitor pupils’ progress in using information skills
Offer to help
· Find out who is sympathetic and work with them. Provide for them, help them boast about what you’ve done together and they will convey your success to the next person ….
· Use 5 minute slots in meetings to advertise your plan

· Offer staff training

· Help create curriculum projects with an information literacy framework
throughout the school

Infiltrate

· Make a curriculum inventory of information literacy skills - all years

· Emphasize the National Curriculum Strand re Information Literacy

· Make sure the Resources Centre features on Website and Intranet. Link to the OPAC and to suggested search engines and sites for information (see Duncan’s essential reference page at http://www.putlearningfirst.com/dunk/ref.html)
· Link to other initiatives
· Make yourself indispensable!
